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editorial
The World Around Us is Perfectly NORMAL,
WE are supposed to turn it UPSIDE DOWN

I write this following an evening of watching hours of news 
coverage of Baltimore stores being looted and burned while law 
enforcement retreated from the fray, stood at a safe distance and 
watched.  This reminded me of WW II history when Russian 
troops watched Warsaw being destroyed rather than enter to help 
liberate it from the Germans, although I believe law enforcement 
had no such sinister motive.  

We regularly watch, read, and hear of ISIS beheadings of 
Christians in the Middle East.  We watch as world governments 
ally with Sunni insurgents against Shia in one conflict, only to 
forge the opposite alliance in another.  Political pundits demonize 
people who hold differing opinions, often not seeking a solution 
to an issue, because it is politically advantageous to argue about 
the issue rather than solve it!  Recently a good friend sent an 
email, “Look at the situation in the world today.  Wars, rumors of 
wars, decapitations, religious persecution, refugees, crooked politics, 
volcanoes, nuclear proliferation, etc., etc. And the lead news in one 
news source after another is that Bruce Jenner is a woman.  This is 
one symptom of our sick society.”  

Is the world sick?  Yes! That is beyond question.  Has the world 
been turned upside down?  No, the world is perfectly normal!  
The behavior that we observe is absolutely consistent with 
societies throughout history.  The brutality of beheadings and 
crucifixions in 2015 is no different than the days of New 
Testament writers.  The problem we face is that WE, the followers 
of Jesus, have NOT turned the world upside down (Acts 17:1-9).  
The message of the gospel is RADICAL.  God charged US with 
the joy of setting the world back as God intended, and we have 
much more work to do.  We cannot afford the luxury of moan-
ing about the world we are leaving our descendants (though I am 
prone to do so). 
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We must pray.  Prayer is first, because it is 
foundational to all ministry.  God’s intent is clearly 
not what we see before us.  We must pray for God’s 
wisdom. We must pray that he will send laborers for 
this work (Matthew 9:36-38).

We must engage those who disagree with or do 
not know Jesus.  Followers of Christ must not 
allow themselves to be content withdrawing to 
comfortable suburbs and enclaves where everyone 
thinks as we think.  We must engage those whose 
lives are filled with anger, hatred and unbelief.  That 
is the charge of Jesus (Mark 1:17 and Luke 10:3ff) 
and the example we are to follow (Acts 17:16ff).

We must be kind to those who live immorally.  We 
must not fall prey to human nature and become 
argumentative with those whose lives do not follow 
God’s intent.  That is the trap of Satan to prevent the 
gospel from changing a heart.  Behavior is supposed 
to change, but that FOLLOWS conversion and does 
not come before it! (John 5:1-17 and John 8:1-11)

Please do not think these three things are a punch 
list that guarantees a better world if we only 
“follow the steps.”  These are simply observations 
I have made from Scripture.  We cannot expect the 
world to speak kindly about us, because the gospel 
turns their normal world upside down!  It is time to 
speak the truth to a world that has no hope.  
You think about that! 
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coming events

2015
June 23 - 26
 North American Christian Convention
  Duke Energy Convention Center, Cincinnati, Ohio
  Theme: We Speak
  2015 President: Mike Baker
  Contact information: North American Christian Convention
      513-772-9970 / www.gotonacc.org 

July 19 - 25
 Lake James School of Missions
  Angola, Indiana
  Contact information: Scott Saltsman, Program Chairman
      260-316-7268 / scottlacc@gmail.com

October 29 - November 1
 International Conference on Missions
  Greater Richmond Convention Center, Richmond, VA
  Theme: The Away Team
  Contact information: David Empson
      317-539-4231 / david@theicom.org

 Eastern Christian Conference
  In lieu of a separate conference, the ECC is enouraging the Northeast 
  population to actively participate in the International Conference on 
  Missions being held Octobr 29 - November 1 in Richmond, VA.
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mission focus

SALVATION THINGS
by Dennis Bratton, Executive Director

KORE Foundation

“We were poor. We were so poor, 
in my neighborhood the rainbow 
was in black-and-white.”  

--Rodney Dangerfield

We’ve all laughed at the “so poor” jokes.  
I’ve even used some in my sermons.  And, 
honestly, they’re funny.  Then my wife 
and I took a trip to a third world country 
and saw a kind of poverty we really didn’t 
know existed.  We learned that a billion 
people in our world live in “extreme pov-
erty”, defined as $1 a day or less.    When 
we saw the faces and learned the names 
of real people trapped in “extreme pover-
ty” it wasn’t funny at all.  As we began to 
realize the number of Christians around 
the world who endure this hideous exis-
tence it became heart breaking.  

KORE is a unique ministry focused on 
“sustainable solutions for extreme 
poverty within the Christian com-
munity of Haiti.”  Haiti is a country of 
about 10 million people.  It is estimated 
that 80% of the rural Haitian population 
lives in “extreme poverty.”  

Following an earthquake in January, 
2010, that killed over 200,000 people and 
left 1.5 million Haitians homeless, relief 
_________________________________________________________________
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efforts sprang up around the world.  Bil-
lions of dollars were committed to bring 
relief to a suffering nation.  Now, five 
years later, though many relief organiza-
tions have moved on, extreme poverty 
still exists.  

KORE began as a response to Christians 
trapped in extreme poverty.  While af-
firming the Great Commission mandat-
ed missionary task of making more and 
better disciples for Jesus Christ, KORE 
embraces the biblical directive for Chris-
tians to address the needs of brothers 
and sisters in Christ stuck in perpetual 
poverty.

The name KORE comes from an obscure 
Old Testament story found in II Chron-
icles 31:14 and serves as an acrostic to 
focus our ministry.

K -- kindness

O -- opportunity

R -- resources

E -- enterprise
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K stands for kindness, or the 
“touch of Jesus in practical ways.”  Re-
cently I was asked to speak about KORE 
at a Florida church.  To match up with 
a current sermon series, I was given a 
general outline for the message:  Reach-
ing, Serving, Helping People in Jesus 
Name.  In regard to missionary endeav-
ors, all three actions reflect the kindness 
of Jesus.

Reaching people is Matthew 28.  It’s 
making more and better disciples for 
Jesus Christ.  Serving people is the 
church’s response to people in urgent 
need.  Following catastrophic events peo-
ple need relief.  The church has a stellar 
record of serving the needs of the hurt-
ing, often giving and serving sacrificially.  

But the difference between serving and 
helping people is precisely what de-
fines the unique “business as ministry” 
of KORE Foundation. KORE helps peo-
ple by pursuing “sustainable solutions 
to extreme poverty”, specifically within 
the Christian community of Haiti.  Relief 
efforts are of necessity “hand outs”, serv-
ing people incapable of helping them-
selves.  KORE enables people to take 
steps beyond relief by providing a “way 
out” of debilitating poverty.  In other 
words, KORE looks for ways for the poor 
to help themselves.

Now, the question always comes, “Is 
poverty alleviation legitimate missionary 
work?”  In answer I point to three scrip-
tures, each teaching a different spiritual 
truth but all three illustrated by the same 
example.

“What good is it, my brothers,
if a man claims to have faith 
but has no deeds?  Can such 

faith save him?  Suppose a 
brother or sister is without 

clothes and daily food.
(This is the very definition

of extreme poverty!) 
If one of you says to him, 
‘Go, I wish you well; keep 

warm and well fed,’ but does 
nothing about his physical 
needs, what good is it?  In 

the same way, faith by itself, 
if it is not accompanied 

by action, is dead.”  

  --James 2:14-17

James says faith without deeds is use-
less, so show your faith by your deeds.  
And the example chosen to illustrate 
this truth is helping an impoverished 
believer.

“This is how we know what 
love is:  Jesus Christ laid down 

His life for us.  And we ought 
to lay down our lives for our 

brothers.  If anyone has 
material possessions and sees 

his brother in need but has 
no pity on him, how can the 
love of God be in him?  Dear 
children, let us not love with 

words or tongue but with 
actions and in truth.”  

  --I John 3:16-18
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John teaches that love gives without 
expectation of getting.  It is sacrificial.  
And the example John chose to illus-
trate real love is Christians helping an 
impoverished believer.

Hebrews 6 urges Christians to leave 
elementary things of faith and grow 
up in Christ . . . get some momentum 
moving forward or you lose ground. 

“I’m sure that won’t happen 
to you, friends.  I have better 

things in mind for you – 
salvation things!  

God doesn’t miss anything.  
He knows perfectly well all 
the love you’ve shown Him 

by helping needy Christians, 
and that you keep at it.”           

      --Hebrews 6:9-12  MSG

I really like that phrase in the Mes-
sage translation – “salvation things.” 
Maturity in Christ causes us to do 
“salvation things.”  And the specific 
example chosen as an illustration is 
offering sustainable help to needy 
Christians.

Real faith works! Real love responds!  
Real Christians grow!  And each of 
these truths is illustrated by the same 
example – helping the poor in Jesus’ 
Name!

So, beyond relief efforts in times of ur-
gent need, how do we help the Chris-
tian poor?  Here’s KORE’s approach in 
a slogan. We offer them Hope. 

Hope for today!
  Hope for tomorrow!
    Hope for eternity!
    …because
Hope Changes Everything!

Hope for today refers to KORE’s 6.25 
protein intervention feeding ministry 
for 3000 to 4000 children each month. 
Hope for eternity is the result of the 
Gospel being preached. Hope for to-
morrow refers to KORE’s “step beyond 
relief ” activities to bring economic de-
velopment to the Christian poor.  

Abigail
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Honestly, of-
fering relief is 
easier and it 
makes us feel 
good.  However, 
long-term relief 
creates depen-
dency and even 
a sense of enti-
tlement.  Robert 
Lupton, author 
of Toxic Charity, 
provides this in-
sight. 

“Giving to those in need what they 
could be gaining from their own 
initiative may well be the kindest 
way to destroy people.  When we 

do for those in need what they have 
the capacity to do for themselves, 

we disempower them.”

Rather than more relief or continuing 
hand-outs, KORE provides the two es-
sentials for climbing out of poverty.  

O is for opportunity.

R is for resources.

Both are necessary footholds away from 
extreme poverty. The church needs to 
think deeper about our response to cata-
strophic events than simply generous re-
lief.  The money we give must do more 
than temporarily mask the pain of long-
term poverty.  Beginning with the end in 
mind, and focusing on outcome rather 
than activity, the church is abundantly 
blessed to provide legitimate opportuni-
ties and targeted resources that can em-

power the poorest of Christians to help 
themselves, not just for the moment, but 
for generations.     

Consider the billions of dollars, Re-
sources, the church continues to send to 
third world destinations. Can you imag-
ine how different our outcomes could be 
if, on behalf of impoverished believers 
that we’ve led to Christ, we considered 
investing in sustainable solutions to their 
extreme poverty.  It is both possible and 
altogether biblical to wrestle for the souls 
of men and combat the desperation of 
endemic poverty in a cohesive and coop-
erative strategy.

KORE partners with Christianville(CV) 
in Haiti and collaborates with many dif-
ferent ministries throughout the coun-
try.  Because Haiti is primarily an ag-
riculturally based economy KORE/CV 
provide an array of Knowledge Transfer 
Opportunities through our two year 
old vocational school.  Students from 
secondary level through adults can learn 

Meal Preparation
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best practices related to both aquacul-
ture and a variety of agriculture options. 
Vocational instruction is also offered in 
small engine repair, welding, carpentry, 
diesel mechanics, culinary arts, to name 
a few.  

“Salvation things” for US Christians 
might involve paying it forward!  The 
knowledge or expertise someone has 
mastered in the states could be taught to 
believers in Haiti.  Empty nesters or retir-
ees in good health who have time and ex-
perience could become the Opportunity 
that changes the economic future of the 
next generation of Christians in Haiti.

Obviously, there are challenges.  There’s 
the story about the elephant and the 
mouse that had a party.  There was lots 
of dancing.  When it was over, the mouse 
had been crushed!  Sometimes we get ex-
cited about a mission endeavor and we 
“dance like elephants”, unaware of what 
happens when culture and value systems 
collide.  But there are pathways for us to 
provide Opportunities to brothers and 
sisters who are in need.

E stands for Enterprise. E could 
stand for Evangelism or Education, each 
primary in traditional missionary en-
deavors.  KORE adds Enterprise as a 
tool that focuses Opportunities and Re-
sources on behalf of the poor.  Though 
several options are being pursued, the 
primary tool is Small Holder Poultry 
Enterprise(SHPE).  Today KORE has 
over 150 poultry farmers involved in 
SHPE.

Candidates in geographic groups of 10 
are recommended by various NGO part-
ners in Haiti.  Men or women are chosen 
based on church membership and pov-
erty level.  KORE works with Christians 
stuck in extreme poverty.  Evaluation 
and training for new candidates is led by 
our Haitian SHPE leadership team, and 
includes a site evaluation, instruction on 
raising healthy broilers, marketing, ethi-
cal business practices and biblical stew-
ardship principles.

Following successful training, candidates 
are offered a contract for a Small Agri-
cultural Development Loan of $4000 to 
begin their own poultry business.  Over 
the next three years farmers will annually 
raise 6 -8 cycles of 400 broilers.  Each cy-
cle involves raising and selling the poul-
try, making a loan payment, purchasing 
materials for the next cycle and then de-
termining how to use their net profits.  
Once their loan is repaid the business 
is theirs, their profits increase and they 
have options.

As you might imagine this process is 
daunting for people, many of whom do 
not read or write. Upon the sale of their 
first cycle most farmers hold more mon-
ey in their hand than ever in their lives.  
The learning curve is often messy, even 
chaotic, at first.  But eventually, these 
farmers begin to understand this busi-
ness Opportunity and become good 
stewards of the Resources invested with 
them.    

Assisting KORE’s SHPE Leadership 
Team, a host of young Haitian Christians 
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have been trained to support this expand-
ing program.  BAF’s are Business Agent 
Facilitators who serve as Field Repre-
sentatives giving hands on assistance 
and continuing training to farmers.  
MAF’s are Marketing Agent Facilitators 
who connect farmers with sales options 
ranging from commercial to roadside 
marketing to a host of “market ladies” 
who sell just about everything.  KORE’s 
Campus Pastor and his team distribute 
6.25 chicken to orphanages and mission 
schools.  Visiting teams often assist with 
delivery and offer a VBS type ministry 
with the kids.  The poultry is purchased 
from KORE farmers.

A poultry processing plant is now opera-
tional on the CV campus, opening new 
commercial markets to our farmers.  
The plant provides another dozen jobs 
for area Christians.  A second process-
ing plant is slated for the Central Plateau 
in the coming year.  Currently, a service 
center is being developed to grind and 
market feed for KORE and community 

farmers.  This “business as ministry” 
expansion brings more jobs to Chris-
tians, holds economic potential for local 
churches and impacts economic multi-
pliers for the community.  In addition to 
150 farmers, KORE ministries provide 
jobs to nearly 60 Haitian Christians.

The biggest difference between relief ef-
forts and “business as ministry” is the 
sustainable function of one over the 
other.  Once relief dollars are spent they 
must be replenished.  The business loans 
KORE offers are repaid and available for 
new owners.  After three years, the first 
group of owners are beginning to repay 
their loans and overall repayment stands 
at just under 90%.  Though the business 
plan is constantly being tweaked and 
sourcing inputs is a continual challenge 
in Haiti, the program is working.  Ev-
ery path is explored to provide the best 
outcome for farmers, but these men and 
women work hard to operate their busi-
ness, pay their loans and make a better 
living for their families.

KORE Team
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There is a Peruvian Proverb that says, 
“You say you love the poor…name 
them.”  Let me introduce you to some 
of our partners.  

Meet Elicia.  She was winner of this 
year’s Fat Chicken Contest, an annual 
Christmas event in which farmers 
compete to raise the “fattest” chick-
en.  In her victory speech she talked 
about how she now has something to 
give to her church! With a little help 
from their faith family these people 
are battling their way out of extreme 
poverty.  

And if you missed it, look who’s 
watching her Mom.  Poverty usual-
ly has a second generation.  But the 
church can change the “usual” if we 
consider “salvation things” on behalf 
of the Christian poor.

Mannon

Natasha

Solange

Robert

Elicia
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global pulse

Attacking and burning church-
es, schools, hospitals and 
Christian villages in the Islamic 
world is not a new phenom-
ena. Everyday, in this modern 
world innocent Christians are 
being persecuted, tortured  and 
burned alive by the fanatic ISIS 
around the world. Why? Be-
cause “millions of Muslims take 
literally the explicit commands 
to fight, seize, kill, crucify, and 
to smite the necks and cut off 
the hands and feet of those who 
do not follow Islam” (Decision, 
vol.56, Number 1, p.12, January 
2015, USA).

TERROR ATTACK AT 
CHURCHES
It was Sunday morning March 
15, 2015 when  Christians were 
worshiping the Lord under the 

Terror Attack
  at
Pakistani Churches

By Professor Dr. Saleem Massey

This family is crying after the death of their 
loved one. (Youhana-abad [John’s Colony] 
Lakore)
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shadows of the guns.  Suddenly two 
Taliban suicide bombers hit the two 
churches at Youhana-abad (John’s 
Colony) Lahore city, where 25 per-
sons were killed and more than 100 
were injured badly. That news spread 
around the world like prairie fire in 
the wild jungle!

That Sunday, I was preaching the 
Gospel at Christian Evangelical 
Church, Nash-e-Mann Town--about 2 
miles away from Youhana-abad.  One 
worshiper received a call on his cell 
phone and informed us in trembling 
voice, “churches are attacked but, our 
Christian Evangelical church, Khaliq 
Nagar is safe”  This church is very near 
where two terror attacks happened.

Soon after the incident, the residents 
launched a protest in that area on the 
main road against the terror attack. 
While others were running towards 
different hospitals to save the lives of 
their love ones who were injured bad-
ly. The angry and violent mob grabbed 
two unidentified persons whom they 
claimed were the companions of the 
suicide bombers and started beating 
and thrashing them. They “burned 
them alive in the presence of police” 
(DAWN, Lahore, March 16, 2015).

JUSTICE, NOT AID
The angry and frustrated mob was 
demanding the Government to 
provide them security not aid like 

After the attack, people lay in the streets injured and martyred. 
(Youhana-abad [John’s Colony] Lakore)
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beggars.  This is not the first time 
that the Christian community expe-
rienced terrible suffering, attack and 
hatred  They are becoming victims 
of the the discriminatory laws since 
Pakistan came into existence in 1947. 
For example, the Blasphemy Law 
is like a two- edged sword hanging 
around their necks. There are many 
innocent Christians who are suf-
fering in different prisons like Asia 
Bibi without fair trials. Judges do not 
hear their cases because of the fear of 
extremists to kill them. Where does 
the poor and helpless community go 
for justice?

Whenever majority Muslims and 
terrorists wish they set on fire 
churches, Bibles,  Crosses and Chris-

tian localities like Joseph Colony, 
Gojra and Shanti Nagar villages. 
Last year Taliban extremists attacked 
Peshawer church where more than 
85 Christians were martyred and 
hundreds were injured. They are still 
struggling to get any aid from the 
Government.

Recently, a Christian couple Shahhad 
and Shama (she was pregnant) were 
burned alive by the violent Muslim 
mob at the brick kiln factory Kot 
Radah Kishan, District Kasur, under 
the false accusation that they insulted 
Muslim holy book Qur’an.  My friend 
Jochen Brand, a German missionary, 
and I went to see the orphan children 
of the couple, who are wandering and 
hiding to save their lives.  

After the suicide bombs, worshipers are crying in the church compound.
(Youhana-abad [John’s Colony] Lakore)
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Jochen Brand, a German missionary, and Saleem are visiting the orphan 
children of the Shahzad and Shama -- the two who were burned alive by the 

fanatic Muslims at the brick kiln in Kot Radha Kishan, District Kasur.

HIDING FOR LIFE
After the terror attack at two churches, 
the  Government declared Youhana-
abad colony an insecure and danger-
ous place.  Police daily arrest young 
and old people in order to identify 
who burned the suspected terrorists. 
Several hundred innocent residents 
have been arrested and their families 
do not know where police have taken 
them. More than 500 families have 
left their homes and are hiding to save 
their lives.They are suffering economi-
cally, psychologically and spiritually 
and are hiding under fear and threat 
away from their immediate families.

The bomb blast victims who were 
admitted in different hospitals are not 
getting proper medical treatment from 
the Government, and 22 of the 

patients have expired in their painful 
wounds.  

There is no doubt, that the church will 
suffer and scatter around the world 
by the hands of extremists and terror-
ists but, she will never be defeated by 
them. She is purchased by the victori-
ous blood of Jesus Christ. 

Saint John draws real picture of the 
martyrs, “These are they who have 
come out of the great tribulation; they 
have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb” 
being faithful and conquerors in Him! 
(Rev. 7:14; Rom 8: 37).

-------------------------------------------
Note: Blasphemy law is this: If any person 
insults prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and 
their book Quran shall be put to death. 



    The Morse Code
       Continues to Work, part 1

J. Russell and Gertrude Morse went to China in 1922.  The government chased 
them out eventually and led them to Burma in the 1930’s.   They and many of the 
Morse following generations have continued to work in southeast Asia.  It is esti-
mated that over 1 million people are now Christians through this ministry.   

The method of ministry they used and continue to use consists of: 
 1.  Bible teaching
 2.  Practical training

Their disciples became students of the Bible.   The people were taught practical 
skills such as sewing, gardening, orchard husbandry, etc.    J. Russell introduced 
citrus of many varieties into northern Burma.  100’s of thousands of citrus trees 
produce food to eat and provide a living for people in northern Myanmar today.

Most everywhere we went to serve, we met people who are Christians today 
because of the Morse Ministry.  If not that person, someone in the family or com-
munity was taught by a Morse.

There were 14 of us in the FAME team that was ministering in two main areas:   
pastor training and medical evangelism.

A 3 day pastors conference was conducted at Hope Orphanage outside of Yan-
gon.   About 50 people attended and were taught.  

Up north in Myitkyina area, a similar number came for four days.  This was at 
the Lisu Christian Church on the edge of the city.

We had 12 medical clinics and treated 1434 people.   Marilyn dispensed 667 
pairs of glasses.  The dental technician treated 93 people.  In my 40 short term 
medical trips I had never previously had more than 9 clinics.

From the crowds of Buddhist and animists, 281 Burmese people accepted Je-
sus.  This is  a God-thing and  represents His power penetrating the darkness.   
Medical evangelism is used by God to lead people to better health and to salvation.

Following are daily stories from our Myanmar Ministry.

on the scene: Myanmar 2015
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18 / Horizons

-   ....   .      --   ---   .-.   ...   .      -.-.   ---   -..   . 

FAME Myanmar    •    February 2015    •    Dwain C. Illman, M.D.
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And So it begins
Yangon, Myanmar
Friday, February 6, 2015
Agent Clark

The team is all together; the 
teachings and prayers are fer-
vent; the spirit is willing to serve.   
We all 14 came for interaction 
and information.   

It wasn't a smooth beginning 
but it accomplished the goal. In 
the privacy of the conference 
room, each member shared 
a scripture that most summa-
rized their reason for coming to 
Myanmar to serve. This was a 
very moving time for me.

Some of the scriptures were:
I Peter 4 - use whatever gift 

you have to serve others.
The Great Commission from 

Matthew 28.
Jesus healing the woman 

with issue of blood (in reference 
of doing no harm in healing).  

Several were from Isaiah 
about God and the nations.

Philippians came up twice.
Agent Clark had a slide show 

for the group and I shared infor-
mation on FAME, clinic process,  
photos of some of the local 
team, schedule, locations, etc.

There were several interrup-
tions for the morning. I had to 
collect money from each team 
member to pay for the extra tour 

to Bagan and Inle Lake.  The 
people from Santa Maria tours 
came to collect their $12,000 + 
to cover our flights and bus ser-
vices, etc. It adds up in a hurry. 
Since credit cards are almost 
never used because of interna-
tional financial restrictions, we 
had to bring baskets of cash. 

Yesterday I had to convert to 
local currency called Kyat. $1 is 
1000 Kyat. Their biggest note is 
5000. When I exchanged to buy 
the medicines, I traded in $2300 
so got a shopping bag full of lo-
cal currency! When I buy meals 
for the group, I produce a 2-inch 
stack of bills and count it out to 
the waitron (South African word 
that refers to both male and fe-
male servers). My pockets are 
bulging with bills.

Also, the USA bills have to be 
new or nearly new. I told people 
to get new $100's, use a snack-
size baggie, cut a piece of ce-
real box to fit the baggie and 
put your money in that to keep 
it pristine.

Yesterday Josiah, Marilyn 
and I went to an area of whole-
sale shops. It was massive con-
gestion. Small trucks and cars 
were everywhere. The actual 
medicine store was on the third 
floor of a building packed full of 
small shops with minimal walls. 

Josiah works with a son and his 
dad who sell medicines.  We 
went through my shopping list 
and tried to find matches.  We 
were mostly successful.  He said 
he would deliver some to our ho-
tel  by noon on Friday (today).  

At 1:30 the medicine man 
came with about 80% of my or-
der. He had called earlier to say 
it would be $3500! (My budget 
was $2000.) But when he ar-
rived, he said there had been 
a mistake and it is only $1200.   
Whew.

Our team drove to the Green 
Elephant for lunch. We sat out 
under huge trees. I ordered Chi-
nese/Burmese food for all and 
we shared from large plates.  It 
was good.

Most us then went to 
Shewdagon Pagoda - one 
of largest in the world. There 
are tons of gold in this 2-block 
square memorial to Buddha. It 
was started in first century and 
has continued to expand. There 
were hundreds of devotees to 
Buddha. They are repeatedly 
bowing while on their knees and 
putting their head forward onto 
the ground.  Completely bare-
foot is the only way people are 

Clockwise: Sherry Burnam and 
patient; Marilyn Illman doing 
reading glasses; Sherry, FAME 
scholarship student Dr. Michael 
Pungar, and Dr. Illman
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permitted to enter. Many were 
offering gifts of flowers and fruit 
while others gave water offer-
ings to gain forgiveness and 
purify their souls.   

Tonight, supper, devotions 
by Jeff and early retirement. My 
prayer is for us to lead people 
out of darkness into God's glori-
ous light.

Return to Hope
Myanmar, Day 3
Saturday, February 7, 2015
Agent Clark

We had clinics today at Hope 
Children’s Home north of Yan-
gon. We were to meet one of 
the local leaders at the World 
War II cemetery/memorial at 
Taukkyan. 26,000 allied soldiers 
are buried there in the fight for 
Burma to gain its freedom from 
Britain. With an interpreter I had 
“clearly” explained where we 
needed to go (this discussion 
was 2 days before). Today the 
Burmese driver asked where 
we are going. This was not a 
good sign. He speaks slightly 
more English than I speak Bur-
mese. I was able to communi-

Counter-clockwise: Dr. Illman 
and patients; Chris Sherwood, 
RN, and patients; Sherry Bur-
nam, RN, praying with patients

cate “World War II cemetery.”  
After 30 minutes he pulls up 
by this torn old sign: Rangoon 
World War II Cemetery. This 
is not good.  We wanted the 
huge cemetery maintained by 
the British for their troops who 
died in 1943-1944. One of our 
team, Sherry, had a picture from 
last year of the huge memorial. 
Once we were back on the right 
track, we made pretty good 
time.

This is such a memorable 
place to visit. We took time to 
explore and take some photos.

Then, on to Hope Children’s 
Home. We were warmly greeted 
by a score of the kids holding 
flowers and giving the Burmese 
salutation “Minglabar.” That was 
touching.  As in many places we 
do clinics, people don’t come 
until they see “the whites of 
our eyes.”  Slowly, the people 
came. This gives us time to set 
up pharmacy and our stations of 
service. 

Except for the pharmacy, we 
are all out under trees.  And, 
about every hour or two most 
of us moved to catch the most 
shade. Ninety degrees sitting in 
the sun is a bit warm.

Josiah’s wife, Phoebe, pre-
pared a lunch for us with typical 
Burmese foods which we all en-
joyed. Thanks, Phoebe, and the 

students who helped. 
The crowds were less in 

the afternoon. We treated 79 
people for the day, dispensed 
37 pairs of glasses and around 
300 prescriptions. Fifty people 
said they want to accept Jesus 
as their Lord.

Josiah gave us a tour of the 
children’s home. He was asked 
by Joana Jones from Indiana to 
help start an orphanage in 2008 
after Cyclone Nargis hit.   It is 
estimated over 120,000 people 
died, leaving thousands of or-
phans. Joana is retired from 
General Motors and was serv-
ing as youth minister in Monroe 
County, Indiana at the time. She 
had felt called to help people in 
Myanmar. The Lord brought Jo-
siah and Joana together. 

The home began just with 
temporary shelters and has de-
veloped into a wonderful venue 
for ministry. We toured the new 
girls dorm addition that Sher-
wood Oaks had paid for. It is 
very  nice.

The president of Emmaus 
Bible Seminary, located across 
the country road that accesses 
the orphanage, helped in in-
terpretation. He is Burmese 
and is a graduate of Cincinnati 
Christian Seminary. He gave 
us a tour of the Seminary after 
our clinics. While there, we met 
some pastors who have come 
for our pastor’s conference 
which is to start Monday.  Two 
had travelled 3 days to get here. 
Another had walked a long time 
so he could attend.   What an 
exciting beginning.

So much of the Christian 
Church’s outreach in Burma 
started with the humble min-
istry of Gertrude and J. Rus-
sell Morse 90 years ago. They 
worked mainly in the north in 
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Myitkyina and Putao areas.   
Their grandson, Mark Morse, 
told me that, as a result of the 
growth and outreach of these 
ministries, one million people 
have come to Jesus and 7 Bi-
ble Colleges are prospering in 
Myanmar. It has been said that 
“the world has never seen the 
result of one committed Chris-
tian worker.” I can humbly say 
say that I have.

That evening our team 
shared stories as to how the 
Lord is working in what we are 
doing. Jeff shared that he was 
touched as he observed Tom 
working with a score of kids 
even though communication 
through a common language 
presented a huge barrier.

Way Beyond Hope
Myanmar, Day 4
Sunday, February 8, 2015
Dwain C. Illman, M.D.

Paul said to the people of 
Athens: “I can see that you are 
very religious. I passed many 
places of worship on my way.”  

Sunday I spoke at  Shwe 
pyi thar Christian Church and 
quoted from Acts 17 because of 
our experience of driving down 
almost any road in Burma and 
seeing golden temples and 
pagodas. People are always 
going to one of these to pray 
and give offerings -- especially 
in the mornings when we saw 
parades of Buddhist monks 
with their shaved heads and 
burgundy/brown robes walk-
ing single file down the road 
holding their empty rice bowls. 
(Each day they have to beg for 
food to eat.) I was reminded of 
Jesus Christ and His death on 
the cross once and for all as a 

sacrifice for our sins.  As one of 
our team members said:  Chris-
tians have a past and sinners 
have a future. That is a pretty 
good summary.

Let me go back to my theme 
for today: Way Beyond Hope.   
Sunday was a very busy and in-
volved day. We all boarded our 
bus an hour later than usual to 
take the first 6 of our group to 
Insein Christian Church in Yan-
gon. Dr. Jeff Robinson was our 
preacher for this team.

After dropping them off, we 
drove on towards Hope Chil-
dren’s Home so Tom and Pam 
could worship there. Tom was 
the preacher. My group of 6 
went way beyond Hope to the-
church where I preached.

Services are held on the sec-
ond story of a Burmese tradition-
al style building. There is a large 
front porch and a room with lots 
of windows. Our shoes were 
left at the bottom of the stairs. A 
young man was leading worship 
and playing his guitar and sing-
ing with a couple other singers. 
Although the words were Bur-
mese, some of the tunes were 
hymns I had grown up with. It 
was beautiful. A choir of youth 
sang  some songs. Then I was 
called up next to speak. 

Maerum Pungsar interpreted 
for me. She is wonderful. Her 
daughter, Angela is now a stu-
dent at Ozark in Joplin, Mis-
souri. Last year we were talking 
with her and she said Indiana 
University was on her short list 
as well.   

The plan at Insein and Shwe 
pyi thar churches was that we 
would conduct a small clinic for 
the church people. We went to 
House of Love Orphanage that 
Maerum’s sister, Ginzi, is direc-
tor. We went inside and waited.  

About 15 minutes later Ginzi 
came in to tell us we would have 
dinner after doing the clinic as it 
was not ready. We looked out-
side and saw about 50 people 
already waiting. They had invit-
ed the neighborhood for clinic. 
So the 6 of us had to work really 
hard on empty stomachs. About 
3 hours and 91 patients later, 
dinner was served. I elected to 
not eat as Pastor Simon had 
invited the entire team to his 
house for dinner at 5 PM in In-
sein area.  

Simon Thaung and his wife, 
True, had huge tables set up in 
the yard and served us a tradi-
tional dinner. Their 4 daughters 
helped in the serving. Son John 
came out for the family photo 
I took. I think that is a cultural 
issue for a man to help in the 
kitchen.

Simon’s house was inacces-
sible for the bus because the 
streets are about alley width 
with lots of obstacles. Josiah 
carried some of the team in 
the back of his truck. Marilyn 
and Chris really enjoyed that 
except when Josiah was doing 
a U turn in the middle of the 
block to come alongside of our 
bus. He apparently did not see 
this full size cement truck in the 
lane approaching.  It was a mi-
nor miracle to avoid a collision. I 
have always said that the most 
dangerous part of mission trips 
is transportation.

Our day had begun with a 
time of devotion, led by Mari-
lyn. Our Burmese friend Karene 
came to join us and talked some 
about her culture. Karene broke 
her leg last Fall and is getting 
around slowly. She teaches 
Japanese at a Bible College in 
Yangon. It was such a pleasure 
to see her.
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During our clinics we saw 
many patients and carried away  
the burdens of many people. 
I remember Lar zar hlaing, a 
27-year-old lady who is tired all 
the time and suffers from wrist 
and hand pain with numbness. 
She works 60 hours a week at 
a garment factory for 30 cents 
an hour. We talked and prayed 
and offered some therapy sug-
gestions for her hands. Life is 
difficult.

My first 2 patients were 
women who had travelled some 
distance to come to clinic -- one 
with rectal cancer and the other 
uterine cancer. Both were told 
to have surgery.  Neither has 
the funds.  There is no general 
health care or charity care in 
Burma. It is pay as you go.  It 
costs $40 each time they visit a 
doctor. Since surgery would be 
several thousand dollars, they 
both decided to go to traditional 
healers. 

Someone had recommended 
they come to the FAME clinic for 
advice. Unfortunately, FAME’s 
work is not extended primary 
medical care. FAME mainly 
provides buildings, equipment 

and supplies for medical works 
in poor countries. The clinics we 
do are an additional ministry to 
be used to support indigenous 
ministries.  

I prayed for these women.  
Then when Marilyn saw them 
in the pharmacy, she and Ginzi 
prayed and cried with them.  
Some burdens are so difficult 
to carry. I like so much the 
Lord’s promise to come along 
side with us so our “burdens 
are easy.”

Our group sharing time back 
at the hotel was lively and en-
couraging. All three groups 
loved the singing and worship.  
Jeff related that the music was 
led at Insein by Jay -- the first 
person in his family to become 
a Christian. They were all ani-
mists. When he came to the 
Lord, his family was not happy.  
He decided to attend English 
Bible Institute (now Emmaus 
Bible Institute where we visited). 
He mainly wanted to study Eng-
lish. He was transformed in his 
thinking and his life at the col-
lege. Slowly his family came to 
the Lord as they witnessed the 
changes in his life. Now he is 
a Professor at Emmaus Bible 
Institute.

What a wonderful day.  It has 
been tiring, stressful and chal-
lenging but worth it.

Left: Chris Sherwood, RN, in pharmacy at Bago clinic; 
Below: Pastors and FAME team at Hope orphanage -- clinic and 
conference

In The Shadow
of a Temple
Myanmar, Day 5
Monday, February 8, 2015
Dwain C. Illman, M.D.

The ancient royal city of 
Bago was our destination today.  
About 1000 years ago this city 
was established as a royal city.  
Elaborate buildings and temples 
were built here and used for 200 
some years. Then the Irrawady 
River had a tremendous flood 
the course of the river moved 
way east. Bago was nearly 
abandoned. Its sister city 300 
miles north is Bagan. It is also 
on the river but did not suffer 
the same fate. The thousands 
of temples there are one of the 
wonders of the world and one 
of the most impressive visits in 
southeast Asia.

Jeff and Tom went with us to 
the main Bago junction north 
and west of Yangon. Josiah 
took them on to Hope for the 
first day of Pastors Conference.   
We drove on to Bago and con-
ducted clinic at the church build-
ing. Just 50 yards away was an 
impressive Buddhist temple.  

The pastors conference had a 
wonderful beginning. Forty-two 
men and women were there to 
learn and be encouraged. From 
the reports, Jeff and Tom did a 



_________________________________________________________________
April, May, June 2015 / 23

fabulous job. I am not surprised 
as both men are very capable 
and passionate pastors. Sher-
wood Oaks Christian Church in 
Bloomington, IN, sponsored the 
men and women at this confer-
ence. Thanks, Sherwood Oaks.  

The clinic went well in Bago.   
Mostly the providers and tri-
age were outside chasing the 
shade. We treated 124 patients 
and Marilyn dispensed 72 pairs 
of glasses. She was very ex-
cited about her translator, Law 
sa nar who is a professor at 
Taunggyi Bible College up north 
where we are going to visit next 
week. Marilyn described her as 
having a pastor’s heart.

Our friend, Aaron Ngwa, 
who just graduated from Cin-
cinnati Seminary, is the new 
president of Taunggyi. That was 
a wonderful connection for us to 
make. Twenty-six people came 
to Jesus today. Praises.  

Our dental technician saw 7 
patients - all got extractions.  

Pastor Ngwa see yaw (at 
Bago) and his wife are wonder-
ful people and did a superb job 
of hosting us. It is a lot of work to 
have a group this size come and 
offer this ministry.

The heat, the long journey 
and the patient load tired the 
group. I could tell because the 
bus was quiet for a long time! 
In the end, God is Good. All the 
time.

Worth it All
Myanmar, Day 6
Tuesday, February 10, 2015
Dwain C. Illman, M.D.

There are days and events 
when life seems worth living 
and little victories are revealed.   
We traveled way down to Tun 

Tay in the Myanmar delta. My 
translator was Matthew Bee 
who is pastor at Hleing thar yar 
Christian Church, 13 kilometers 
from Tun Tay. He told me:

“These clinics that you do are 
very helpful for us. The people 
are suffering and have been 
for a long time. They have no 
doctor. This means so much to 
this place.”  There are days and 
trips when this type of sentiment 
is never expressed. Praises to 
Jesus for any victories that may 
happen.

Marilyn experienced a huge 
reward and encouragement as 
well. Her translator for the last 
few days has been Law sa nar 
who teaches at Taunggyi Bible 
College. Marilyn gave a talk to 
some of the waiting crowd using 
a hand puppet on techniques 
of rehydration where she talks 
about using salt and sugar in 
clean water for the process. 
“Losanna” is what most of us 
Americans call the translator.   
She said her Buddhist neigh-
bor called to Losanna, crying 
out: “I’m dying.” She had been 
suffering with severe vomiting 
and diarrhea.  Losanna remem-
bered the talk Marilyn had giv-
ing the year before and gave 
the woman lots of fluids with salt 
and sugar as described. The 
next day the Buddhist neighbor 
said:  “You saved my life.”   God 
works in wondrous ways

Our journey down into the 
delta was a long one. We met 
people on west side of Yangon 
who had been staying at Hope 
Orphanage. Pastors Jeff and 
Tom went on to Hope for the 
Pastor’s conference. We col-
lected a great group of trans-
lators and were off. We went 
through neighborhoods and 
crossed the Yangon River and 

then the Arrawady River before 
we entered the delta area.   This 
huge area of marshes, streams 
and rice farms stretched the 
entire 50 miles to Bay of Ben-
gal. This area was all severely 
flooded during Cyclone Nargis 
in 2008.  It has mostly been built 
up again with hundreds of rice 
farms (rice can grow year round 
in this tropical climate), thatched 
homes on stilts and small vil-
lages. 

In Tun Tay we passed a large 
Buddhist temple with a huge 
central spire plated with gold.   
The journey to our destination 
was an adventure in the small 
town. We turned off the main 
road (the main road has been 
extremely rough with a grand 
prix of turns to avoid the biggest 
holes.) We found the side road 
to be about 12 feet wide and our 
bus 11 feet. Self-serve electrical 
wires carrying 220 volts each 
were dangling down across the 
road and along the side (people 
just plug into the grid and run 
a wire). Our conductor was out 
with his long bamboo pole to lift 
and push the wires away.

As we turned down the nar-
row dirt road to the church we 
could see a huge Buddha about 
50 feet ahead in a temple com-
plex. It stood about 120 feet tall.  
Later, some of us walked to see 
there and also saw a 75 foot re-
clining Buddha along with many 
other smaller ones.

We were greeted warmly by 
the pastor and church mem-
bers. Our clinic was held inside 
the church building which had 
lots of fans and big windows. It 
was a building about 120 feet by 
70 feet. This worked perfectly 
for our needs. Once we were all 
organized, we were ready to be-
gin our ministry of patient care.   
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During our time there we 
treated 125 patients which is 
our greatest number this year 
and Marilyn dispensed 50 pairs 
of glasses. We also had several 
come to Jesus.   

This was one of my favor-
ite clinics. I heard several talk 
about how enjoyable this day 
was. It was busy, but not pres-
sured.  We had sick patients, 
but none that were critical. 

We are seeing a lot more 
hypertension. People have the 
belief that BP medicines should 
be taken only on days they don’t 
feel well.  Wrong!  Dr. Wells said 
he has such a hard time getting 
people to understand that the 
medicines must be taken daily 
for the rest of their lives. 

Sherry was very excited that 
people her church in Lincoln-
way, IL support were at clinic.  
Johanne and daughter  Marissa 
(both Thai) had gone to the pas-
tors’ clinic yesterday. They have 
been connected with the minis-
try of LaVerne Morse mostly in 
Thailand.  Johanne pastors a 
dozen churches in Chang Rai, 
Thailand in the far north. His 
daughter has an orphanage for 
23 kids which she operates by 

herself. Her fiancé (from Scot-
land) was there. He is an engi-
neer on an oil platform off the 
coast of Malaysia and met her 
on a trip to northern Thailand.

The pastors conference is 
going well. Dr. Jeff said the 
president of Emmaus Bible In-
stitute wants him to come back 
and teach for a term. He also 
would like a team to teach his 
students the Community Health 
Evangelism program. Tom and 
Jeff really are enjoying the ex-
perience and the teaching.

Tom made a visit to the new 
Rapha House about one half 
mile from Hope. There are 27 
girls ages 11-18 who had been 
rescued from sex slavery. I be-
lieve this is the fourth home the 
Rapha House organization op-
erates. The others are in Thai-
land, Laos and Cambodia.

Tomorrow we plan to hold 
a clinic in the new Community 
Health Development Center. 
Last year this area was a rice 
field. Through the efforts of the 
local leaders and Joana Jones, 
it is now open. Sherwood Oaks 
Christian in Bloomington. IN 
helped in this as did FAME and 
a Baptist church in Galesburg, 

IL with help from Amy Meford.   
This should be exciting.

We give praises for the vic-
tories and we offer prayers for 
the sick and those with chronic 
disabilities we continue to see.

One Fine Day
Myanmar, Day 7
Wednesday, February 11, 2015
Dwain C. Illman, M.D.
Community Development
Center

“One Fine Day” is my reac-
tion of this  time of ministry as 
we served in the neighborhood 
of Hope Children’s Home out-
side of Yangon. We began by 
sharing in worship at the Pas-
tor’s conference in the assem-
bly room at Hope where fifty 
pastors and associates sang 
hymns in Burmese with great 
four-part harmony.  We all loved 
it and were deeply moved.  I re-
membered that Gertrude Morse 
and son, Robert, some 70 years 
ago translated the first hymnal 
into the local language and 
found this was one of the things 
the people loved the most. 

Simon Thaung called on me 
to give words of greeting and in-
troduction. I referred to II Timo-
thy 2:2 in which Paul exhorts us 
to entrust what we have learned 
to faithful believers that they 
may be able to teach others 
also. This was to magnify the 
importance of all the teaching 
we are doing. The second ref-
erence was to Luke 9:2 where 
Jesus sends out his disciples 
with the instructions to heal the 
sick and tell the people of the 
Kingdom of God. This reference 
is the foundation of the ministry 
through FAME through which 
we strive to do this.

Counter-clockwise: The Com-
munity Development Center 
near Hope built by Galesburg 
Church (IL), FAME, and Sher-
wood Oaks in Bloomington, 
IN.; Lonnie Burley in the phar-
macy at the Bago clinic; a mom 
and baby at the Community 
Development Center clinic.
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The team travelled on to the 
Community Development Cen-
ter to start clinics while I stayed 
at the conference to hold a ses-
sion on: Good Health and Good 
News. In the future we are look-
ing at a teaching time to train 
pastors and associates in some 
basic health skills such as blood 
pressure readings and teach-
ings on good water, hygiene, 
back care, etc.  They, in turn, 
can go to villages and teach 
small groups of 5-10 people.   
Following talks about clean wa-
ter was a lesson on Jesus the 
living water from John 4 -- a 
super transition. My class of 50 
were busy taking notes!

My friend, Aason Ngwa, who 
is the new president of Taung-
gyi Bible College in north east 
Myanmar, gave a Burmese 
translation for each of my slides 
the last time he was at our home 
in Bloomington. Timothy Pun-
gar, regional director of GNPI 
in Yangon, interpreted for me 
at the conference.  Timothy is 
a God-directed man and a real 
inspiration.

While I was waiting for trans-
port from the conference to the 
clinic, Phoebe invited me into 
the kitchen where many young 
ladies were prepping veg-
etables and meat for later. She 
had made fresh potato chips 
and also served me the univer-
sal drink of Coca Cola. Jarern 
Sinlee and his son, Benjamin, 
showed up later to take me to 
the clinic. He works mostly out 
of Chang  Mai, Thailand but also 
in Burma and China. He helps to 
oversee a score of churches in 
these areas. His son is a Chris-
tian and a computer consultant 
and is doing work in Yangon.  
They have been to the States 
many time and are disciples of 

La Verne Morse. Their English 
was flawless.

The Community Develop-
ment Center facility is lovely.  
There is a large central room 
with 3 smaller rooms along one 
side. The other side has a larger 
room, American toilet room and 
a shower. They have a deep well 
at 140 feet. Josiah and the local 
pastor have overseen the plant-
ing of huge gardens with the 
area fenced in to keep animals 
out. Banana trees are prosper-
ing. Josiah said he planted palm 
trees for their beauty! 

The facility had just opened 
and had been used for the 
first time by a group of Korean 
Christians who conducted a 
clinic  last month. The idea is 
to make this available for com-
munity events with an emphasis 
on Christian events. The plan 
is to begin a practical nursing 
school here with a dormitory 
scheduled to be the next build-
ing project.  There is huge need 
for basic health care workers in 
rural Burma.

Our clinics went well.  Dr. Mi-
chael Pungsar was here as our 
dentist. He is a son of Maerum 
and Timothy and was a FAME 
scholarship recipient. This pro-
gram by FAME pays for health 
field education in the recipient’s 
country and requires them to 
serve one year after gradua-
tion in ministry. Local training is 
much more financially favorable 
and removes the temptation to 
stay in a foreign country.   

The names of people are typ-
ically 3 to 4 short words spoken 
together. Your whole name is 
used. The first word is the family 
name for men. Women do not 
carry forward that family name.   
I had a 3 year old boy who is 
called:  Ma Mo Ma Ma.  He had 

a nasty leg infection from usual 
little boy activities.

A 50-year-old grandma came 
to the clinic. She works mak-
ing bricks from 6 AM to 5 PM, 
7 days a week, for 27 cents an 
hour. She had fatigue and mus-
cle pains.

We had passed down this 
road on Sunday and noted 
several businesses that had 
huge kilns and piles of clay and 
finished bricks. The product is 
loaded one by one onto carts or 
trucks. Often there are piles of 
them alongside of the road and 
people come by to purchase a 
needed quantity. The brick sea-
son is only in the dry season. 
During the rainy season, there 
is no work. 

I saw several local teach-
ers and learned that they wear 
uniforms as well as the kids. 
Most women were wearing 
white blouses with a button flap 
across the front giving it a nice 
accent. The skirts were dark 
green longhi’s which is the typi-
cal long wrap around skirt. Men 
also wear a uniform.

Ea Zan Thor is a 13-year-old 
beautiful girl who had an ir-
regular white patch on her left 
temple. The patch was about 

Josiah Aung Oo and Dr. 
Illman at Community 
Development Center.
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quarter size. Her mom said it 
was a treatment for headache. 
After further questioning, I dis-
covered it was Colgate tooth-
paste!

My translator for the day 
was Pastor Elisha. He has an 
orphanage for 23 kids close to 
Hope.  He is originally from My-
itkyina and is Lisu. We started 
the enquiry by comments about 
his shoulder bag. It is typical 
Lisu design and very beautiful. 
His brother is pastor at one of 
the churches where we will 
serve up north. For the day we 
treated 107 patients, dispensed 
75 pairs of glasses and had 9 
dental patients. And, best of all,  
41 new believers. Comfortable 
pace and rewarding outcomes.

Once again, our day had 
begun with Marilyn sharing in 
devotions. She introduced our 
friend, Abia, from Mashoko in 
Zimbabwe, sharing that one 
time I had sent him a pair of 
Timberland shoes that have the 

brand clearly imprinted in the 
sole and shows up in the track.  
Abia said, “I look back and can 
see where I have been.” Marilyn 
applied that to how important it 
is for us to remember where we 
have been and where we are 
going. Good reminder for us all!

To end our day, we went back 
to Hope for the closing of the 
pastors conference. There was 
more amazing singing and then 
the typical talks of praise and 
thank you’s. Meanwhile, Phoe-
be was busy setting up dinner 
tables for 75 outside.  The 40 
orphans were home from school 
and helped. She and her crew 
serves us all expeditiously.   

During the wait, Josiah 
helped me organize a photo of 
all the kids. That was fun. They 
are beautiful kids.

Back at the hotel we had 
group time in our room. Tom 
thanked Jeff for his concluding 
remarks at the conference using 
Philippians 3. He noted that he 

could feel the Spirit working.
Last year we had 3 young 

medical students help with 
translating -- two Buddhists and 
one Christian. One of the Bud-
dhists volunteered to help again 
this year. Dr. Glynn asked him, 
”What do you think of Jesus?”  
He replied, “Not much, but I 
have seen God working.” He 
asked pastor Adam, “What is the 
difference between Buddhism 
and Christianity?” Adam said, 
“We serve a real, living God.”

Tom related a story about 
Hudson Taylor from China In-
land Mission. He was followed 
by D.E. Host who said, “I want 
to be forgotten that Christ will be 
remembered.”

I close part 1 of our mission 
trip report with that challenge: I 
want to be forgotten that Christ 
will be remembered.” 

Be sure to check out the July, 
August, September  2015 issue 
for part 2. In it I share our adven-
tures in and around Myitkyina.

Dr. Illman with orphans at Hope Children’s Home
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thank you!
MSA is very appreciative of your generous gifts to our Spring Appeal. We covet your 

prayers as we continue to grow in service. As of April 28, gifts total $12,511.06.

Adkisson, Donald & Kay
Adkisson, Jane D.
Allman, Dwight E. & Shirley
Balbinot, June
Barnes, Price
Barton, Frances W.
Beam, M/M Richard K.
Beamer, M/M David
Berry, M/M James W.
Bismarck First Church of 
Christ, IL

Bloemker, Bonnie
Bonner, Dr. Patricia J.
Boston, Darel
Bourne, Peggy
Bullard, Howard & Jennifer
Burd, Adrian & Evelyn
Burlington Church of Christ, 
IN

Charlton, M/M Craig
Chubb, M/M Jerry
Church, Wanda M.
Cole, Mrs. Eleanor
Cotton, M/M Knute E.
Community Christian Church, 
St. Joseph, MO

Day, Elizabeth
Doeden, Phyllis
Doty, Ruth L.
Edwards, Jeanie
Elliott, R.S. & Margaret
Eubanks, M/M Philip A.
Eunson, Dorothy
Finnie, M/M Gerald
First Christian Church, Bluff 
City, TN

First Christian Church, 
 Harrisburg, IL
First Christian Church, Joliet, 
IL

Flora, Beverly

Foley, Donald & Marcelyn
French, William
Fulton, M/M Dennis
Garman, Thomas & Mary
Gearhardt, M/M Charles
Gossett, M/M William C.
Greenamyer, Neva
Gregory, M/M James
Griffin, M/M William A.
Grimstead, Carey C.
Grubbs, D/M David
Harkness, Donna
Herbsleb, Darlene J.
Hine, C. Robert
Hoff, Bill & Margy
Hundley, M/M Reggie
Illman, D/M Dwain C.
Jordan, Lyndall & Aldena
Kelley, W. Ray & Shirley
Keralis, D/M Michael
Kirklin Christian Church, IN
Kline, M/M Floyd, Jr.
Kruse, Mrs. Eileen
Landstreet, E.E.
Lang, Craig & Mary
Langseth, Melba
Learn, M/M James
Lemmon, Helen E.
Littell, Florence
Lowry, Roland
Malinnag, M/M Andres
McCoy, Rosalie
McFarland, M/M Jon
McGuirk, Richard E.
McIntyre, Lynell
McKnight, M/M Robert E.
McSpadden, Jason & 
Stephanie

Merritt, Harold & Rosalyn
Meyer, M/M Stephen K.
Michael, Sara K.

Middleton, M/M Joe, Jr.
Miller, Howard C.
Morgan, Sandra
Morrical, Keith & Wilma
Mt. Carmel Christian Church, 
Irvine, KY

Mullings, M/M Carlton
Nichols, Franklin & Lois
Nicholson Christian Church, 
Independence, KY

Nott, Alicia
Omer, Dorothy H.
Parish, M/M Robert K.
Parrish, Joe & Sharon
Pelfrey, M/M Lloyd
Pieratt, Lanella
Richards, M/M Charles
Ridlen, Louise
Roane, George & Patty
Robertson, M/M Howard E.
Rodkey, M/M Roderick N.
Rosenik, Phil & Judy
Sandefur, David & Kathy
Schaeffer, Conrad & Carol
Seaford Christian Church, VA
Sizemore, Helen
Smith, Bonnie
Smith, Gayle & Barbara
Smoot, Col & Mrs. Charles V.
Snapp, Mrs. James
Snepp, Hugh G.
Soper, Thomas W.
Sowers, Henry
Spani, Mrs. Zella
Spencer, Beverly
Spencer, M/M Forrest
Spencer, L.V. & Susan
Stanley, Duane & Kathleen
Stehle, M/M George
Stephan, M/M D.G.
Stoll, Don H.
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in honor of
Wayne Murphy

given by

Frank & Alice Baker
Knoxville, TN

in memory of
Ed Spencer

given by
Beverly D. Spencer

Winterville, NC

Gifts

in memory

William DeLaughter
William DeLaughter, age 

88, of Crown Point, Indi-
ana, passed away Thursday, 
March 19, 2015.

William grew up in 
Morris and Gary, Indiana 
and attended three Bible 
colleges. He became an 
ordained minister and, at 
the age of 41, obtained a 
degree in business administration from Indiana 
University, Northwest.

Before going into foreign missionary service, 
William worked for Sears in Ft. Wayne, Indiana 
and Englewood Electric in Gary, Indiana.  His first 
full-time ministry was in Hamilton, Indiana.  He 
also preached at many of the Chicagoland area 
churches.

In 1976, William became a full-time mission-
ary to Rhodesia, Zimbabwe where he preached and 
printed God’s Word.

At the time of his death, William was a member 
of Southlake Christian Church in Crown Point, 
Indiana.

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Carolyn; 
three children: Mary (Roger) Speicher, Bill (Leah) 
DeLaughter, and David (Kara) DeLaughter; 10 
grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; a brother, 
Thomas (Beth) DeLaughter; a brother-in-law, Jim 
Roden; and many loving nieces and nephews.  He 
was preceded in death by a daughter, Margaret De-
Laughter; parents, William and Daisy DeLaughter; 
brother, Harry DeLaughter; and sisters, Mildred 
Hodge and Mary Roden.

Studebaker, John & Virginia
Sweitzer, Jerry & Mary
Tennison, Joyce
Thomas, M/M Ronald E.
Todd, Don
Ulrich, M/M Lowell R.
Vijil, Christine
Weaver, Norman
White, Ronald & Mikhail
Wilder, M/M Robert L.
Wiley, Colleen
Williams, Lee Roy & Connie
Windfall Christian Church, IN
Wise, M/M Jim
Yost, M/M Jerry L.
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in memory

Emmanuel “Manno” Laguerre
Emmanuel “Manno” Laguerre 

passed away Monday, February 23, 
2015, in Miami, Florida, where he had 
been hospitalized with health prob-
lems off and on since October 2014. 

Pastor Manno was founder and 
executive director of Haitian Christian 
Ministries and, just before his passing,  
was able to participate in HCM’s 30th 
anniversary celebration which was 
held on January 11, 2015.

After many heartfelt conversations, 
prayers and planning, in 1979 Manno 
and his wife, Prisca, arrived at Johnson 
Bible College (now Johnson Universi-
ty) in Knoxville, Tennessee. His desire 
was to earn a degree in preaching and 
return home to Haiti to serve their 
people. Over the course of the next five 
years, Manno and Prisca would do just 
that. During that same time frame, 3 
children were added to their family: 
Patrick, Julie and Judith.

During his last full year in the Unit-
ed States, Manno worked with several 
small churches tucked alongside the 
foothills of the Smoky Mountains in 
and around the Knoxville, TN, area to 
found Haitian Christian Ministries. 

Throughout the next 30 years God 
would honor the faithful prayers of 
Manno, multiplying both the ministry 
of Haitian Christian Ministries and its 
impact in northern Haiti. God used 

Pastor Manno 
to transform the 
lives of those 
living in the 
Pillatre com-
munity as well 
as thousands of 
fellow Haitians, 
partners and 
supporters from 
around the world. His dependence 
upon God and his love for his people 
were evident to all who knew Manno 
and was unparalleled.

Manno was often quoted saying, 
“You don’t choose Haiti, Haiti chooses 
you.”  He was, among other things, 
a gifted visionary, leader, preacher, 
teacher, mentor and, above all, friend. 
He spent his life dedicated to spread-
ing the gospel in northern Haiti and 
is now enjoying his eternal reward 
for a life of service and sacrifice. He 
was a faithful servant of the Lord 
and brought the gospel to thousands 
of people, transforming the lives of 
countless Haitians. His impact on this 
world cannot be fully understood or 
appreciated this side of eternity. His 
legacy will certainly live on.

Manno leaves behind his wife, 
Prisca, and three children: Patrick, 
Julie and Judith.  He also leaves behind 
a multitude of friends and co-workers. 



For copies of this 
book, please con-
tact Betty Byrd at 
4113 Old Routt Road, 
Louisville, KY 40299.

A suggested donation of $15.00 to Team Expansion
is appreciated for each copy ordered.

The purpose of this book is to chronicle the journey and experiences
of two people who came to be known as missionaries.

They were ordinary people -- from ordinary places.
And they followed the most extraordinary God.

~

May those who 
read these pages 
be inspired to 
listen to and act 
upon the call of 
this same God, 
the Father of our 
Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, in 
their own lives.

To God be
the glory.

       ~
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